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a stock jest of mediaeval humour. "Every endeavour was made  CHAP.
to keep the two trades distinct. The cordwainers were forbidden ^    L__
to mend shoes, and the cobblers to make them. The latter were
even punished for having new leather in their possession." These
rivals were merged into one strong Company a few years before
Agincourt, and after that battle might well exalt their patron
St. Crispin.
Then, as before and later, London trades were shifting their
quarters as the City grew. The hosiers, overflowing from Hosiery
Lane into Cordwayner Street, drove the shoemakers literally
from their seats, as the hosiers themselves were dislodged in their
turn. These swarmings and settlings of the London crafts are
described in one of old Stowe's busy passages. But the cord-
wainers, though they might change their alleys, always kept
near Oheapside. Hard by it Cordwainers' Hall stood in Great
Distaff Lane, and when this ancient thoroughfare merged into
modern Cannon Street, the site remained the same, though in
1788 the present Hall was built on the old foundations. Long-
past events had thus determined that the thick and the quick of
the City was the part of it where some generations of Chamber-
lains were born and bred in the eighteenth century.
When the statesman of their name came to unveil a stained-
glass window in Cordwainers' Hall in 1896, he was reminded in
an address of welcome that "Six generations of your ancestors
filled the office of Master of this Company . . . the mutual
good-will which existed between your ancestors and the other
members of this ancient Gild is evidenced by the legacies of plate
given by thorn on two occasions, which remain among our most
valued possessions". The Colonial Secretary answered: "It is
very proper I should bo here because one of my earliest recollec-
tions as a boy is dining with my father in your Hall, on which
occasion, 1 believe, 1 made my first public speech"*1 This may
well have boon in 1846, when his father was Master and ho was
ten years old. Probably ho said little more than "Thank you",
but his first public words woro an occasion had the Mall divined.
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